


Attendance-A successful school experience is the responsibility 
of the child, the parents, and the school. Your child's progress, both 
academically and socially, is influenced to a great extent by daily 
participation. Regular attendance is critical.

Absences-Students need to be in school as much as possible. We 
are building language, working on auditory development, and using hands-
on materials to enhance our learning. These activities cannot be 
duplicated for students who are missing. Excessive absences hinder a 
child’s progress. If your child is going to be absent, you must send in a 
written excuse from a parent/guardian including student’s name, 
reason and dates for absence, phone number, and a parent’s signature.  
Excuse notes can be found on the school’s website. A doctor’s excuse 
WILL NOT be accepted without a parental note.  Please try to plan 
family trips during our scheduled breaks. 

Arrival–Kindergartners should arrive at school no earlier than 7:00 
a.m. Masks should be on before students exit vehicles. Staff personnel 
will be available to walk students in from designated drop off areas. If 
one is not present, YOU must sign your child in at the office. The tardy 
bell rings at 7:30 a.m. and school begins promptly. Please be mindful 
that when a child comes in tardy, it disrupts the flow of the class 
routine.



Backpacks-Your child will be expected to empty his/her 
backpack each morning. Please check your child’s backpack DAILY for 
papers/notes. 

Birthdays–Parents are welcome to send teachers a video 
message for their child on his/her special day.  We will watch the video 
before singing ”Happy Birthday to your child. Please contact your 
child’s teacher to make arrangements. This year, treats from home 
cannot be passed out to class members. Teachers are not allowed to 
send out birthday invitations home in backpacks; however, we can 
send home a class directory.  

Book Orders–Scholastic book orders will be sent home 
each month for you and your child to look over. Scholastic offers 
wonderful books at reduced prices…what a great way to build your 
home library!  In addition, for every book purchased, our class earns 
points that can be used for free books and resources.  If you want 
to place an order, please place your order online or make checks 
payable to Scholastic. NO CASH will be accepted! 



Curriculum-Mississippi College and 
Career Readiness Standards are a set of 
learning goals that are taught in a way 
that engages children in critical thinking and 
problem solving.  Each child should master 
these standards before being promoted to 
first grade.  For more information  please 
visit our district’s website or 
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us.

Conferences-We will have scheduled 
virtual conferences in November and April.  
However, anytime you have a concern, 
please contact your child’s teacher. 

http://www.corestandards.org


Dismissal-Dismissal procedures begin at 2:20 p.m. 
beginning with car riders.  Please help your child memorize 
his/her car rider number, bus number, or daycare to help 
with the dismissal process. 
***No dismissals from the front office after 2:00 p.m.***

Discipline-One very important part of kindergarten 
is learning to share, getting along with others, listening, and 
behaving appropriately in a school setting.  Inappropriate 
behavior distracts from learning.  Students are expected to 
respect their teachers, peers, property, and themselves.  In 
order to keep parents informed, a note will be sent in the 
daily take-home folder should misbehavior occur.  Please 
discuss the event with your child to ensure the misbehavior 
does not occur again.  

Dress Code-In accordance with the MCSD handbook, 
shorts and skirts must be fingertip length and no tops with 
spaghetti straps or halter tops should be worn. Tennis shoes 
are the safest for kinder students.



Early Dismissal-Students must be at school for  
63% of the instructional minutes of the day in order to 
be counted present.   
***Early dismissal and tardiness will keep a student from 
being awarded perfect attendance at the end of the 
year.***

Emergency Procedures-In case of an 
emergency, we will follow procedures outlined by the 
district.  Updates will be given through MCSD app, social 
media, email, and calling system set up by the district. 
Please check the district website for ways to be updated.

Envelopes-When sending any money (cash or check) 
please place it in a Ziploc or sealed envelope labeled with 
your child’s name, what it is for, and the teacher’s name.  
This ensures that it gets to us, and that we know what 
to do with it.



Field Trips-All field trips this year will be virtual.  

Folders-Your child will receive a take-home folder or binder 
with his/her name on it. This folder/binder is very important as it 
is our main line of communication.  Any notes, forms, money, or 
catch-up work is to be transported in this folder/binder.  In 
order to start our day off smoothly, please be sure to always 
place any money, paperwork or notes in this folder/binder only, 
as we do not have time to go through every backpack.

Food Allergies-If your child has any allergies, please 
make sure your child’s teacher and office staff are aware.  
This goes for non-food allergies, too. J



Gym-Coach Woods is our PE teacher 
and students will attend PE each week.  
Students are asked to wear tennis 
shoes and comfortable clothing on their 
designated day.

Grades-We are a non-graded school.  
Students will receive L’s for learning in 
progress and M’s for Mastery.

Guided Reading-Guided reading is 
designed to teach on each child’s 
individual reading level. Kindergartners 
must be on a reading Level C by the end 
of school to be promoted to first 
grade. (Reading levels go from A to Z.)



Handwriting-We will be using the Handwriting 
Without Tears curriculum this year to help our students 
with handwriting and fine motor skills.  Please pay 
attention to how the letters are formed and have your 
child practice them correctly. (Where do we start our 
letters? At the top! J)

HOMEWORK-Homework for kindergarteners should be 
fun and engaging! It will be sent home on Mondays and 
should take no more than ten minutes to complete each 
day. Your child will also have a “Take-Home” book to read 
each week.  

Health-Please let me know of special circumstances 
which may affect your child.  These could include 
medication that may make them sleepy, a death in the 
family, etc.  

High Frequency Words-Students are expected 
to learn 80% of our sight word list.  The list can be found 
in your child’s folder.  These words should be recognized 
“on sight” and not sounded out.



Illness-If your child gets sick at school, he/she will be 
sent to the nurse’s office.  All students must be fever free, 
vomit free, and diarrhea free without medication for 24 
hours before returning to school.  

Independence-We encourage kindergarteners to 
be as independent as possible.  Please help your child at home 
with learning to zip, tie, button, and fasten their own clothing 
and shoes. Learning to open milk, ketchup, Capri Suns, 
Lunchables, fruit cups, etc. will help tremendously during lunch 
time. 



Jaguars-OUR SCHOOL MASCOT! We take 
pride in supporting the Madison Central 
Jaguars by participating in school sprit days 
and special events! We love to see our students 
dressed in orange and blue!

Journals-We have several journals that 
we will be working on throughout the year.  
These may include a math journal, poetry 
journal, and a writing journal.  Journals will not 
be sent home until the end of the year.  



Kindness
Kindness is extremely important to us and 
the way we run our class.  We have learned 
to be kind to our friends, teachers, 
classroom, and school.  If your child comes 
to you with an incident where a child has not 
been kind to them, please let me know.  We 
take this very seriously.  



Labeling-Please label ALL envelopes, clothing, back 
packs, and lunch boxes.

Library-All students will be allowed to check out a 
book from the library while visiting Mrs. Benson, 
however they will remain in our class at school.  As you 
read books at home, please use it as a time to teach 
your child to love reading and how to care for books.

Lunch-Each child is given a lunch number. (This is also 
their account number.) Please help your child memorize 
it.  The cost for lunch is $3.00.  Please send all money in 
a Ziploc or an envelope inside your child’s folder with 
his/her name and lunch number on it. You may send a 
check or pay online at www.myschoolbucks.com. (No 
breakfast is served at MAE.)

http://www.myschoolbucks.com/


Medicine-All medicine given at school must be 
brought to the office by a parent or guardian.  No 
medicine should be sent through the child’s 
backpack. (This includes cough drops, Neosporin, 
inhalers and bug spray). If your child needs medicine 
given during the school hours, visit our school nurse 
for proper release forms or visit our district 
website.  

Music-Each week, we will go to music where Mr. 
Hawkins will teach the children about different 
types of music and instruments.



Newsletters-Class newsletters will be sent out on 
Mondays via email/website and placed in your child’s 
folder/binder each Monday. This will keep you informed 
about what is happening in our class, the skills we are 
learning, sight words to practice, special activities and 
upcoming events.

Nurse-We are very fortunate to have a nurse at 
our school, Nurse Lizzy.  She will tend to minor 
scratches and scrapes, as well as sudden illnesses.  For 
more serious injuries, she will contact you.  Please be 
sure to send in any change of contact numbers in case 
she needs to get in touch with you.



Office-Entrance to the office is 
limited this year, so if you need to visit 
the office, please be sure to press the 
intercom button to speak with someone 
inside.  The intercom button is located 
beside the door to the far right. If 
checking out your child, be prepared to 
show identification.  (Only adults listed 
on their school form will be permitted 
to check out your child.) 



Parties-We will have two parties throughout the school year: 
Christmas and Valentine’s Day.  Unfortunately, parents will not be
able to attend this year.

Parent Readers-Though this year looks different, we want 
our parents to be involved!  Parents may volunteer to read virtually to 
our class this year!  You may either read live via Teams (your child’s 
teacher will send you the link to join the Teams meeting), or you may 
pre-record your reading and send it to your child’s teacher. We usually 
schedule parent readers through SignUpGenius.com, so more information 
about how to sign up will be emailed to you within the next couple of 
weeks. We hope to “see” you all soon!

Photographs-For security reasons, if you would like to take 
any pictures of your child at school, please make sure there are no 
other children in the background.

PTO-This school wide organization is a great way to be involved with 
yearly activities that are being promoted within the school.  It is our 
hope that all parents will join and become partners in your child’s 
education.  



Questions-Since many of you are new to Madison 
Avenue this year, I am sure that you may still have unanswered 
questions.  Please feel free to call the school (601) 856-2951 or 
email your child’s teacher.

Quiet Time-We have a scheduled rest time each day.  
The students are required to lay on their mats but not 
required to go to sleep.  Please make sure you have the blue & 
red mat as the bigger mats (green & blue) will not fit inside 
their cubby. Because of cooler room temperatures, students 
are allowed to bring a small towel, but must keep it in their 
backpack. 



Report Cards-Report cards will go home 
every nine weeks (Nov., Jan., April, and June). This is an 
opportunity to see what your child is learning and 
what needs to be reinforced at home.  

Restrooms-We are very fortunate to have 
restrooms in our class.  Your child may use the 
restroom at any time during the day (except during 
group time).  Please make sure your child knows and 
uses appropriate bathroom manners.  

Recess-Weather permitting, we will have outside 
recess daily.  Please dress your child accordingly. 

REMIND-Be sure to sign up for REMIND for class 
announcements, news, and reminders.   



Science-The focus of the Kindergarten Science Curriculum 
is to develop an awareness of the world in which we live.  
Through scientific inquiry, concepts will be presented in the life 
and earth sciences, including the study of animals and plants, 
the five senses, general health, and the four seasons.  These 
areas will be explored utilizing a literacy based, hands-on 
approach.

Snack-Snack time will be right before dismissal.  Please 
send one small snack with your child each day.  We do ask 
that you not send juices because they tend to get sticky 
when spilled.

Social Studies-The Kindergarten Social Studies 
Curriculum focuses on the students and how they relate to 
others in their families, classroom, school, and community.  
Holiday celebrations will also be highlighted.  Activities will help 
the children engage their natural curiosity for the world 
around them. 

Signed Papers-Signed papers will go home each Monday.  



Tardies-if your child is late to school, he/she must be 
accompanied by an adult and signed in at the front office.

Toys-No toys are allowed at school except on occasions 
designated by the teacher. If toys are sent to school and are 
disruptive, they may be removed from the student and will be 
returned upon parent request.

Transportation-It is very important that your child 
leave school each day in the correct manner.  You have already 
completed a transportation form for the year.  If this mode of 
transportation changes, you must notify the teacher or the 
office. If changes occur during the day, please call the office by 
1:30 p.m. Teachers are not able to check email/Remind throughout 
the day, so call the office just to be sure. We are not allowed to 
place a child on the bus, in the car rider line, or send to daycare 
without parent’s permission. 



Units-We will be learning about 
many interesting things this year.  If 
you have any special talents or 
expertise that would relate to a unit, 
we would love for you to share live 
via Teams (your child’s teacher will 
send you the link to join the Teams 
meeting), or you may pre-record 
your share time and send it to your 
child’s teacher. 



Visitors-We are not allowed 
to have walk-in visitors.  All 
visitors this year will be virtual 
and must have prior approval 
from the office and your child’s 
teacher.  



Water Bottles-Children are allowed to
bring water bottles to school daily.  Please label 
them and remind your child it is his/her 
responsibility to keep up with them.  

Websites-For up-to-date information,  
please visit the district (madison-schools.com), 
school (maejags.org), and your teacher’s 
website.

Writing-In addition to learning to read, we 
will also be learning to communicate our 
knowledge of events, experiences, opinions, and 
information through drawing and writing.  We 
will be using Lucy Calkin’s Units of Study as our 
writing curriculum.

http://madison-schools.com/
http://maejags.org/


EXtra set of clothes-
Please make sure your child has 
a change of clothes in his/her 
backpack.  We will not keep 
these at school.  They will travel 
back and forth with your child.  
In addition to bathroom 
accidents, students sometimes 
spill milk, food, or even paint on 
their clothes. You never know 
what can happen in kindergarten! 



You-You are your child’s 
most important teacher.  
Encourage your child’s 
education by working with 
them and making sure they 
come to school every day.  



Zzzz’s-Please make sure your 
child gets plenty of sleep and is 
alert and ready for school each 
day by setting and keeping an 
early bedtime.



Still have questions?
Give me a call or send me an email!

School number: 601-856-2951

Email: ddavis@Madison-schools.com
Remind Class Code: text @c832c2 to 81010 to link in with messages

Class website: https://www.madison-schools.com/Domain/2547

mailto:ddavis@Madison-schools.com
https://www.madison-schools.com/Domain/2547

